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them, Yankee invention is constantly on the stretch, and
we see some strange sights. A few days since, a framed
house went by, propelled by steam, and a white hall skiff
stopped here for provisions. I saw yesterday three miser-
able onions sold for 75 cts., and we have not tasted fresh
meat for more than ten days. Eggs are unknown, and milk
can be bought with great trouble for 75 cts. the quart;
butter can be got for one dollar, but very inferior in
quality. I have had but a bushel and a half of potatoes
since May last, and for them I paid about $8. Before
closing I must say that this is the 26th of September, not
having been able to finish previous to the last mail. We
are in tolerable health, except Henry, who was suddenly
seized this evening with the Cholera infantum, but hope
it will be slight. We all unite in regards to Mrs. C. and
the young ladies, and I regret that I cannot now make
myself more interesting.

Yours very truly,

H W Wessels
James Fenimore Cooper, Esq.

' FROM S. F. B. MORSE

Irving House, New York, Sept. 5th, 1849

My dear Sir,

I was agreeably surprized this morning in conversing
with Prof. Renwick to find that he corroborates the fact
you have mentioned in your Sea Lions, respecting the
earlier conception of my Telegraph by me, than the date
I had given, and which goes only so far back in my own
recollection as 1832. Prof. Renwick insists that imme-
diately after Prof. Dana's Lectures at the N. York to stay in the same place
